
Life is meant for good friends, and great adventures! 
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January 3—6, 2022 the Caloosa Winnies camping event at Sarasota Fairgrounds kicked 

off enjoying great weather for Florida in January! The sun warmed us up as the members 

arrived and parked in their spots near the building we had for the weekend. THANKS to 

John Zink, our 2nd Vice President for assisting everyone as they arrived and John got 

them on their sites with no problem!  

 

Happy Hour began at 4:00pm, with all of us 

happy to be healthy and ready to be together  

starting off the New Year. We welcomed visitors, 

Tom & Gayle Starr. We are happy they chose to 

be with us and join in the fun!  

 

I’m not sure what Barb Kanoza was doing in this 

picture—but it was Happy Hour so who knows??  

 

Papa John’s delivered pizza for us which was  

dinner. Ellyn Bewes & Nancy Miller made a 

salad to go with the pizza. The room got VERY 

quiet for a short time while everyone enjoyed  our    

dinner!  

 

For dessert it was 

time for our Ice 

Cream Social! the 

picture on the right 

is the line of   

members making 

sundaes.  

 

On the left are our “Scoopers”. 

 

 

 

Our CoHosts for the weekend were Patti & Mark Burnett, Ed & 

Beth Hanlon. THANKS to you all for helping with the tasks!      

Everyone helped with cleanup and we were ready for the evening 

activity! 

Ellyn Bewes, Patti Burnett, Ed Hanlon 



Chair Volleyball was our game for the evening! The teams were chosen and we were ready for the challenge to begin!  

 

The rules are pretty simple—the 

basic volleyball rules are followed 

but the Caloosas have a few rules of 

our own which makes it really fun! 

One must stay seated in their chair, 

and bat the ball back and forth to 

score points. One interesting thing 

is the most difficult part of the 

game is learning how to  ROTATE 

PLACES!! It’s really funny    

watching this part of the game!  

 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of 2 games the teams were tied, play was suspended for the evening to be resumed Saturday night! 

 

Thursday morning the group met at the entrance to Ringling Museum entrance for a day exploring these historic places.  

 

 

Patti Burnett is the captain of this team! Mark Burnett is the captain of this team!  



The Ringling Museums take us back in time to an era that most of us will remember as children watching the activity of 

a circus group! The displays and history have been captured here and walking around the many buildings will allow one 

to appreciate those years of live circus entertainment. The Ringling home and art museums are such a joy to visit—and 

what a spectacular place preserved in history for generations to experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For dinner on Tuesday we had reservations at one of our favorite restaurants—Der Dutchman! The seating was fast for a 

group our size and we all dove into the buffet tables! A great restaurant—enjoyed by everyone, as well as a trip through 

their on site bakery!! 

 

Wednesday moring the sun was shining and we were all ready for another GREAT potluck breakfast! What can I say— 

it’s amazing we have such a variety and no goes hungry in this group!! 

 

At 10:00am promptly Mark Barnett, our newly elected 

President called the business meeting to order. All officers 

were present. During the meeting our newly elected 1st 

Vice Presidents, Joe & Ellyn Bewes were installed for 

their year 2022. We are delighted to have a full board of 

officers—all GREAT leaders to conduct the chapter    

business. Some of the business topics were about updating 

our emergency contact book, and future camping events. 

A caravan for April 2023 is in the works, along with new 

parks to visit.  

 

 

L to R: Mark Barnett, Patti Barnett, Joe Bewes, Ellyn Bewes, John Zink, Lu Ann Zink, 

Mike Dippel, Jan Dippel, Karen Mayes, Tim Mayes  THANKS for volunteering!!!!!!! 



The rest of the day Wednesday was free time to explore Sarasota. Some of the group went to the beaches, some visited 

the local gardens, others went shopping on St. Armands Circle, took naps, went to local restaurants, it was a nice day o 

just relax and enjoy the day. 

 

Happy Hour at 4:00pm brought everyone back to the building which is a time for noisy conversation! (We love it!) Next 

on the agenda was our potluck dinner which was an amazing display of food on 3 tables! We pretty well cleaned up all 

the food and soon dishes were put away and we were ready for our evening FUN games!!  

 

Chair Volleyball Playoffs!! Since both teams were tied on Monday night—the same teams were  

assembled and ready to battle for the prizes!! 

 

 

 

As you can see from these action pictures the games were 

really lively! Watching from the side lines the “referees” 

observed a few mishaps! Seems like Mark Barnett stood 

up—the rules say you must sit in your chair Mark! A 

couple of the players were over zealous and FELL out of 

their chairs! Spotlight on John Zink and Mike Dippel! 

Also against the rules! Some of the comments heard and 

recorded were: “Let it go!, I don’t know where to move 

to next, ROTATE, who had their hands up, practice to 

duck the ball, keep your butt in your seat, (don’t know 

how many people said that!) nice spike, hit it down, GET 

IT, ROTATE, missed it again,” just hilarious comments!  

At the end of 2 games the teams were still tied! So one 

more game was played to declare the winners! 

 

Our last day together was Thursday—breakfast was ready 

early—donuts, bagels, coffee, juice to get us together one  

more time before departures.  

 

The next event we are looking forward to will be  

February 3—6 at Red Oaks RV Resort in Bushnell, FL. 

Valentine’s Day will be the theme and lots of fun games 

are planned. We always invited travelers to join us for a 

great time at out events. Information is on our website; 

www.caloosawinnies.org.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Patti Burnett’s Team! WINNERS! 

L to R: Barb Kanoza, Ellyn Bewes, Mike Dippel, Patti Burnett,  

Wes Sims, Linda Byerly, Tim Jones, John Zink.  



REMINDER:  DUES NOTICE FOR 2022—IMPORTANT!!!  

Caloosa Winnies dues for 2022 will be $25 per coach. Dues are  due to be paid by January 31, 2022 in order 

to keep memberships in good standing. Nancy Miller will be happy to accept your dues at any of our     

meetings, or with any registrations for upcoming events. Keep in mind that everyone attending a Caloosa 

function must be fully vaccinated to attend. This precaution is necessary for all of us to stay well! 

 

Dues can be sent to: 

Nancy Miller, 2150 Clementine St., Naples, FL 34120, payable to Caloosa Winnies  

 

 

 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

2022 

January 3—6       Sarasota Fairgrounds, Sarasota, Fl      

February 3—6               Red Oaks RV Resort, Bushnell, FL 

March 3– 6                    Oak Alley RV Resort, Webster, FL  

April 7-10                      Riverside RV Resort, Arcadia, FL (closer to Port Charlotte) 

May 5—8                      Moore Haven KOA Resort, Moore Haven, FL 

November 3-6              Alligator RV Park, Punta Gorda, FL 

December 1 –4             Campers Holiday, Brooksville, FL 

 

2023 

January 9—12               Sarasota Fairgrounds, Sarasota, FL 


