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January 7—10, 2019 was the first meeting of the new year for the Caloosa Winnies. We 

gathered at a new location for our group at Sarasota Fairgrounds, Sarasota Florida. We were 

BLESSED with nice balmy weather for the entire event. The coaches were parked and on 

Monday afternoon at 4:00pm we met for Happy Hour in a room decorated in blue & white 

snowflake pattern table covers. It reminded us that we are in Florida and it is snowing in 

other parts of the country. We had some special guests joining us for the event—Joe & 

Cathy Moore from Tennessee. We were delighted they could share in the Caloosa fun!  

 

Our dinner arrived—a variety of pizza delivered by Papa John’s at 5:30pm. Salad and of 

course, the ice cream social, topped off the dinner time.  At 7:00pm our “disc jockey” Jerry 

Miller started the music for our “Name That Tune” team contest.  All the music took us back 

to the 50’s and 60’s and was GREAT fun to listen to again. The team with the most correct 

answers—Karen Autry, Greg Joop & Phil Lomedico! THANKS to the Caloosas for being 

good sports! 

 

Tuesday morning the group was off to visit the Ringling Museums. Here is a photo of the 

group at the entrance. The complex was amazing with several buildings to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ringling Archives are located in the Circus Museum's Tibbals Learning Center. The 

Archives includes the Ringling Collection, John Ringling's Papers and the Circus Collection. 

The Circus Collection contains records, manuscripts and papers of the American circus. The 

Howard Brothers miniature circus was just fascinating! The other museum had so many  

displays including the original John Ringling railroad car. The Art Museum has so many 

artifacts on display—they are rotated from the warehouse as this is a huge collection. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another tour some of the group did was Ca’d’Zan  

Mansion built by John Ringling in 1926. The 5  

story 56,000 square foot home was extraordinary  

for those times. The view from the patio is Tampa Bay and such a GREAT property tour. The day at 

the Ringling Complex was perfect with a beautiful day with GREAT companions. Anyone visiting 

Sarasota, FL—this is a MUST for your tours list.  

 

For our dinner plan we all met at Der Dutchman 

Amish Restaurant for a delicious dinner and 

shopping experience in the gift and bake shops! 

 

After dinner we returned to the fairgrounds and 

some of our group met 

for some “Nickels” 

games! This was a 

GREAT day for everyone and one 

we’ll always remember!   

L to R: Barbara Kanoza, Sue Riling,  

Denise Joop pose in the museum. Miniature circus display—just 

fascinating! 

Bruce Kanoza tries to ride on the    

bareback horse! 

L—R: Dave & Sue Riling, Denise & Greg 

Joop in front of a circus wagon! 

Good thought 

for all of us!  

Our guest Joe Moore is color  

coordinated for the museums! 
L to R: Linda & Bruce Byerly 

and Mike Dippel on the      

mansion patio. 



Wednesday morning dawned an-

other sunny day and at 8:30am  

everyone came to the building with 

their breakfast potluck dishes in 

hand! As usual, the GREAT      

Caloosa cooks outdid themselves 

and we all had a great breakfast!  

 

At 10:00am it was time for our 

business meeting, called to order 

by President Rich Beck. Reports 

were given and future outings were reviewed. The rest of the day was free time for 

exploring other tour options in Sarasota.  

 

Dinner for the evening was combined with Happy Hour, a heavy 

hors d’oeuvres party! Out came all the crock pots and they were lined up for    

everyone to indulge the delicious food!  A 50/50 raffle was held and the lucky 

winners were: Greg Joop, Donna Collier & David Riling. 

 

As soon as dinner was cleared away it was time for our activity for the evening. 

 

For the “White Elephant Game”, all the chairs were 

out in a big circle. Each person had a “gift” they 

brought in a gift bag to disguise the contents—

something they no longer wanted or decided to    

re-gift!  The story was read about LEFTY 

meeting the WRIGHT family and the gifts 

were passed as the story was read. At the end—

everyone got to keep the “gift” they ended up 

with. The laughter in the room reflected the fun 

the Caloosas have doing any kind of game! 

THANKS to all the members who attended and 

joined in the fun! 

 

Later the “Nickels” 

players filled 2 tables 

as you can see in the photo  

on the left!  

 

This editor was totally surprised with 

some gifts from the members! This is a 

flamingo snow globe lantern and it is so 

special! I LOVE flamingoes as they know 

and this was such a surprise! I THANK EVERYONE who contributed to this gift, and know it 

will have a special place in our home right next to the TV so it will be on display! LOVE IT!! 

 

Thursday morning at 8:30am it was time for our traditional donuts, bagels and coffee before we 

departed for home. SPECIAL THANKS to Karen & Charlie Autry, 1st Vice       

Presidents for their constant help at this and every meeting! I couldn’t do what I do 

without your help—you make each meeting a SUCCESS!!   

L to R: Greg & Denise Joop,. John & LuAnn 

Zink 

Joe Bewes, Mary Heitman & LuAnn  

Zink in the other line! 

Sharon King was ready for 

the game with the          

appropriate headband! 

“White Elephant” circle! 



   

FUTURE MEETINGS 

2019 

February 18—22          Reunion Rally at Lazy Days RV Resort , Seffner FL 

March 11—14              Lazy Days RV Resort, Seffner FL  

April 23—May 5          4 City Caravan, members can attend all 4 places, or any of the locations. 

April 23—25                Sanlan Ranch RV & Golf Resort, Lakeland, FL 

April 26—28                Roadrunner Travel Resort,  Ft. Pierce, FL 

April 29—May 1          International RV Park, Daytona Beach, FL 

May 2—4 or 5              Compass RV Resort, St. Augustine, FL 

November 7—10         Alligator RV Park, Punta Gorda, FL 

November 10—           Jolly Roger RV Resort, Marathon, FL 

December 5—8           Oak Haven RV Resort, Arcadia, FL 

2020 

January 6—9                Sarasota Fairgrounds, Sarasota, FL 

February 17—21          Lazy Days RV Resort, Seffner, FL  3rd Annual Reunion Rally  

March 8—15                Cruise on RCL Harmony of the Seas 

 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1            Hank Bauman 

6            Linda Byerly 

7           Sue Leto 

7           Wes Sims  

15         Mel Hochstetler  

16         Ronald Nelson 

20         Richard Johnson 

21         Bob Dalton 

23         Bob Kucera 

27         Mal Ford 

28         Gary Cook 

FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
13    Jim & Diana Post 

14    Dave & Barb Wilkie 

25    Mike & Jan Dippel 

18    Richard & Alice Johnson 

        WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

Charles “Rick” & Donna Aiken 

The Caloosa Winnies WELCOME you to our chapter, we are DELIGHTED to have you as members! 

 

Bruce & Sybil Scheffer 

REMINDER:  DUES NOTICE FOR 2019—IMPORTANT!!!  

Caloosa Winnies dues for 2019 will be $25 per coach. This is the first increase in at least 30 years!  Dues are  

due to be paid by January 31, 2019 to keep memberships in good standing. Jerry Miller will be happy to   

accept your dues at any of our meetings, or with any registrations for upcoming events.  

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW!!! 

CALOOSA COOKBOOK CHALLENGE 

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! Because we have so many GREAT cooks in the Caloosa Chapter we are creating a cookbook of 

all our favorite recipes!  The recipes will be sent to Fundcraft company to be assembled. The plan is we will sell them to each 

other and at the rally in February 2020! The former state club did this project in 2012 and the book is a great product!  Members 

with recipes in the 2012 book—with your permission—we will publish those recipes from the book—but you can donate MORE! 

Recipes can be typed, emailed, hand written, and given to this editor at any meeting.  WE CAN DO THIS!! 


